[Anatomic study on the recurrent laryngeal nerve in thyroid surgery].
To study the anatomic characteristic and dissecting approach of recurrent laryngeal nerve in thyroid surgery. A retrospective review of surgical data of consecutive 56 patients undertook thyroid surgery was conducted, in which total 63 recurrent laryngeal nerves were identified. A nerve bifurcation was found in 48 recurrent laryngeal nerves. Twenty-nine nerves were deep to the inferior thyroid artery, 19 were superficial to the artery, 8 were between the arteries. The inferior thyroid artery was not found in 7 cases. Correct identification and safe dissection of the recurrent laryngeal nerve are essential in thyroid surgery.